Daily Rising Kashmir, 27th April 2019

UNESCO Creative Cities Network

Workshop held to prepare for dossier for inclusion of Srinagar

ESRlNhGhR: A day long
stakeholder’s workshop on
preparation of dossier for
inclusion of Srinagar city
in UNESCO Creative Cities
Network was held Saturday
{at the Institute of Hotel Man-
agement Srinagar.

| The workshop was con-
ducted as part of the Resto-
ration and Strengthening
of Livelihoods component
iof the JTFRP (Jhelum Tawi
Flood Recovery Project)
funded by the World Bank.

| During the workshop
stakeholders which  in-
E::]uded administrators,
artisans, academicians,
representatives of business
lhouses associated with dif
fferent crafts, policy makers,
representatives of design
schools and civil society as-
sociated with the promotion

and restoration of arts and
crafts shared their thoughts
on the topic.

Iftikhar Ahmad Kakroo,
Director Technical. JTFRP
while briefing the partici-
pants about the purpose
of the workshop said “The
aim of the workshop is to
provide a platform for all
the stakeholders involved
with the various aspects of
Kashmir Handicrafts and
obtain their wvaluable in-
puts for the preparation of
the said dossier™

Saleem Beg Convenor,
Intach , J&K Chapter said
that there is need for more
pilot projects in the field
and stressed on the need for
inclusion of artisans in the
policy formulation .

Prof. N A Nadeem from
Central Universitv of Kash-

mir emphasized on the need
for developing of more in-
novative craft designs and
guick patent registration of
new designs.

Zubair Ahmad, Direc-
tor Craft Development In-
stitute, Srinagar said that
CID1 is working on guality
certification of various lo-
cal crafts, G.1 {(Geographi-
cal Indication) labels of
various local crafts and

also working on the devel-
opment of more innovative
designs and guality conirol
of the products.

Mushtag Ahmad, Assis-

tant Director, Handicrafts
said “In present times there
is urgent need to blend the

various crafts to make
Kashmir crafts innovative
to buyers"”.

Sharing their thoughts
manv nprominent artisans

from wvarious crafis like
Pashmina weaving, Papier
machie, wood carving)
namdhaas, Khatamband
etc said that finance and
marketing support from|
the govt is must for the
survival and promotion of
Kashmir handicrafts. Vari4
ous designers and entre-
preneurs also shared thein
thoughts on the topic. '

The workshop was or-
ganized by INTACH, J&EK
Chapter, in collaboration
with Dronah and sponsored
by Jhelum Tawi Flood
Recovery Project funded
by World Bank and was
also attended by Dfﬁcerﬁ:
of Handicrafts Dept, Crafi
Development Institute]
JEERA, representatives of
design schools and large no.
of artisans.




