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Srinagarhas
1t e coveted list
of United Nations Educa-

:iomlll, Scientific & cul-
ura Ol'gnnisntion
(UNESCO) in Arts and
Crafts for the year 2021,
The Dossier for the
UNESCO Creative cities
network list had been
prepared under the Res-
tora_tion&Strengthening
ofLivelihoods component
ofthe Worldq Bank-funded
Jhelum Tawi Flood Re.
covery Project. The
Preparation ofthe Dossier

- Wasstarted under Jhelum
TawiFlood Recovery Proj-
ect in the year 2018 and

- & consultancy namely
(Intach- Drona J V) was
hired for the purpose
after undertaking the
consultation process with
-all the concerned stake-
holders like Srinagar
Municipal Corporation,
Department of Industries
&Commerce, Department

_-ofHandicrafts, Artisans
| - & Craftsmen, trade bod-

ies etc g
“It’s’a moment of im-

“mensesatisfaction for the

artisancommunity asthe
enlisting of Srinagar in

. UNESCOC Creative Cities -
- Network would bring

Srinagarontheinterna-
tional platform and ex-

crafts,” says Mehmooda,

- ‘anartisanassociated with

crewel cluster at Noor-

. bagh, Srinagar. ,
- “The designation of'

Srinagar City in UNESCO
Creative cities would give
~abigpushtothe markpt-
ingofKashmirasamajor
touristdestination glob-

_ allyand itisexpected that

more and more tourists
across would visit K_ash-
mir in future and give a

much:needed flip to the,

* tourist industry, in val: |
Iéif,’;:,gaid Ashiq Khurro”

associated with the tour-

pand markets for our:

\

said that it is a moment:
of immense satisfaction,
forallofusthat only three
cities at the National
level have made it to the-
UNESCO list and Sri-
nagarisone of them”. He
said that “Lieutenant
Governor, Shri Manoj
Sinha has taken a per-
sonalinterestinthe mat-
terandit’sbecause ofhis
guidancethat thisunique
recognition has been
achieved”, : -
CEO ERA/JTFRP add-
ed that under the World
Bank-funded, JTFRP ef.
forts were being made

vigorously since 2019 to

‘bringour artsandcrafts’
onthe international plat-
formsothatourartisang
and crafts get the credit
and recognition. It has.
beena collective effort of

- ‘the variousdepartments

with the Dept. of Indus-
tries & Commerce playing
the majorrolealong with
Srinagar Municipal Cor-
poration, and Jhelum
Tawi Flood Recovery
Project. - :

“It is very heartening '

for the entire World Bank
team that Srinagar has
beenable tobaga position
inthe UNESCO Creative
Cities Network listunder
the World Bank-funded
Jhelum Tawi Flood Re:
covery Project,” said Mr
Deepak Singh, Deputy

,~Team Leader World Bank

for JTFRP

e

"Htikhar Hakim, Direc- | ithatunderthe Dossierwe . . |

‘tor, Planning & Coordina-

eidicefor artiSans; :
ERA

ersparticularly Artisans
and distinction has been
achieved due to the tire-
lesseffortsofall thestake-
holders who continued
their hard work despite
not being able to get to
thelistinour firstattempt-
in2019. “We reworked on
the Dossier thisyearand -
redrafted Dossier had
been submitted by the
Srinagar Municipal Cor-
poration. Hard work and -
perseverance of all the
stakeholders have been
Paid in the end with Sri-.
nagar finally making it
to the coveted list,” If-
tikhar Hakim said.

" Mehmood Ahmad Shah,

Director Handicrafis -

&Handlooms, said, “The
mainaimoftheinitiative
is to glorify all the Ar-
tisansand aspart of the
promotion of our arts
and crafts we are adopt-

ingamultiprongedbrand -

strategy which includes:
an'ideal market mix of

- Handmade with Art,

‘Authenticity, .Testing
and G.Itagging of vari-
ous crafts. A

-Salim Beigh, Convener,
INTACH privatelimited
aconsultancy which has
prepared a Dossier said
“Every City has its.
uniquenessinthe creative
domainand UNESCO cit-

ies Network is an initia-

tive to bring unique cre-

. ative aspectson aglobal

platform” He also said

‘have made various com-

G i tion JTFRP said that it mitments whicharetobe
is]t)i-nsd;lesélgl.)id Rasheed isamoment of rejoicing fulfilled and continuous
Shah, Chief Executive forallthecitizensofSri- assessmentoftheseneed

‘ Off: icér JKERA/JTFRP nagarCityandstakehold- to be followed up.

. 3% |
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Month-long commer
events to be held: Srinagar Mayor

A moment to rejoice: Artisans, stakeholders

UNESCO tag for
Srinagar

MUDASIR YAQOOB

Srinagar, Nov 9: Srinagar
Mayor Junaid Azim Mattu’
on Tuesday said that Sri-
nagar Municipal Corpora-<
tion (SMC) will be organis-
ing month-long events to
celebrate UNESCO tag to Sri-
nagar under the Crafts and
Folk Arts category, while
other stakeholders and arti-
sans said this recognition
was a “moment to rejoice”.

Addressing media per-

sons at SMC headquarters,

the Mayor who was flanked,

by SMC Commissioner

e vt b e

orative

“en

Athar Aamir Khan and major recognition of the
Director Handicrafts Mah- crafts and arts of Jammu

and Kashmir, Srinagar city

has been chosen under the
UNESCO creative city net-
work under the Crafts and
Folk Arts Category.

He added that the inclu-
sion of Srinagar in the cre-
ative city network for the
arts and crafts has paved a
way for the city to represent
its handicrafts on the global
platform through UNESCO.

“We have decided to
organise month-long events
to celebrate ‘this historic
development. During these
celebrations, we are going
felicitate artisans in Sri-

» See Month-long...on Pg-08
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mood Shah, said that in a
Month-long commemorative...

nagar and also to make them understand the importance
of this achievement,” the Mayor said. k

He added that events will also be held in educational
institutions and other social places to make the people
awareabout this development. . :

Mattu said that serious efforts had been made by them
to ensure that Srinagar achieves this milestone.

“We have achieved this milestone after a lot of hard
work and dedication. We have been pursuing this since
2018 and finally after the hard work and serious efforts
by SMC Commissioner and other officers concerned, we
have finally achieved the milestone. It is the biggest day
for the whole Srinagar,” Mattu said. |

Matu said “Srinagar expresses gratitude to UNESCO

Creative Cities Network”.

The Mayor said Srinagar is world-over known for its
long and illustrious tradition of the crafts and folk art.
Crafts like Pashmina shawls, wood carving, paper mache,

~kani shawl, sozni, khatamband and hand knotted carpéts
are iconic crafts of the city.

“The inclusion of Srinagar City in UNESCO Creative
Cities Network will help in further development and pro-
motion of our arts and crafts,” he added.

The Mayor of Srinagar congratulated the citizens of
Srinagar city especially the professional craftsmen, arti-
san and artists whose hard-work has got its due and has
been recognised, he said. i

Mattu also lauded the role played by Principal Secre-
tary R&B Shailendra Kumar, Principal Secretary Indus-
tries Ranjan Thakur, Commissioner, Srinagar Municipal
Corporation Athar Aamir Khan, Director Industries and
Commerce Mahmood Ahmad Shah, INTACH Kashmirled
by Saleem Beg, Chief Town Planner Iftikhar Hakim, the
teams at SMC, Srinagar Smart City Limited, J&K ERA -
and Handicrafts Department. . .

“We also express our gratitude to the Government of -
India and Indian National Commission for Cooperation
with UNESCO for unwavering support and endorsement
to the application filed by SMC for UCCN 2021 in May this
year,” Mattu said.

SMC Commissioner, Athar Aamir said that the SMC's
proposal for UNESCO tag was endorsed after hectic
efforts. “We are working together to achieve more mile-
stones in the future,” he said.

The SMC Commissioner added that this recognition
will strengthen Kashmiri art and craft at international
level.

Director Industries and Commerce Mahmood Ahmad
Shah said Srinagar has made it to the elite list and inscrip-,
tion is the global recognition to the rich craft legacy of

for including the city in the prestigious list of UNESCO . \

-

)

Meanwhile, an official statement said the Dossier for
the UNESCO creative cities network list had been pre-
pared under the Restoration & Strengthening of Liveli-
hoods component of the World Bank funded Jhelum Tawi

_Flood Recovery Project. The preparation of the Dossier

was started under Jhelum TawiFlood Recovery Project .
in the year 2018 and a consultancy namely (Intach-Drona
JV) was hired for the purpose after undertaking the con-
sultation process with all the concerned stakeholders like
Srinagar Municipal Corporation, Department of Indus-
tries & Commerce, Department of Handicrafts, Artisans
& Craftsmen, trade bodies etc .
a1 “It's aimoment of immense satisfaction for the artisan
communityas the enlisting-of Stinagar in UNESCO Cre-*
ative Cities Network would bring Srinagar on the interna-
tional platform and expand markets for our crafts” says
Mehmooda, an artisan associated with crewel cluster at
Noorbagh, Srinagar.

~ “The designation of Srinagar City in UNESCO Creative
cities would give a big push to marketing of Kashmirasa
major tourist destination globally and it is expected that
more and more tourists across would visit Kashmir in
future and give a much needed flip to tourist industry in
valley” said Ashiq Khurro associated with tourist industry

Dr Syed Abid Rasheed Shah, Chief Executive Officer
JKERA/JTFRP said that it is a moment of immense satis-
faction for all of us that only three cities at National level
have made it to the UNESCO list and Srinagar is one of
them” . He said that “Lieutenant Governor, Shri Manoj
Sinha has taken a personal interest in the matter and it’s
because of his guidance that this unique recognition has
been achieved”. )

CEO ERA/JTFRP added that under the World Bank
funded, JTFRP efforts were being made vigorously since
2019 to bring our arts and crafts on the international
platform so that our artisans and crafts get the credit and
recognition. It has been a collective effort of the various
departments with Dept. of Industries & Commerce playing

- the major role along with Srinagar Municipal Corpora-

tion, and Jhelum Tawi Flood Recovery Project.

“It is very heartening for the entire World Bank team
that Srinagar has been able to bag a position in the UNESCO
Creative Cities Network list under the World Bank funded
Jhelum Tawi Flood Recovery Project” said Deepak Singh
,Deputy Team Leader World Bank for JTFRP

1ftikhar Hakim, Director, Planning & Coordination
JTFRP said that it is a moment of rejoice for the all the
citizens of Srinagar city and stakeholders particularly
artisans and distinction has been achieved due to the
tireless efforts of all the stakeholders who continued their
hard work despite not being able to get to the list in our
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first attempt in 2019. “We reworked on the Dossier this i |

year and redrafted Dossier had been submitted by the
Srinagar Municipal Corporation. Hard work.and perse-
verance of all the stakeholders has been paid in the end
with the Srinagar finally making it to the coveted list”
Iftikhar Hakim said. 7
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 Milestone achlevement
for Srinagar: Mayor

‘Month-long celebrations to be held to showcase work of artisans, craftsmen’

IrFAN A Mir o
Srinagar, Nov 09: Mayor,
Srinagar Municipal Cor-
poration(SMC)Junaid Azim
Mattoo Tuesday expressed
gratitude to UNESCO for
including Srinagar in the
prestigiouslistof UNESCO
Creative Cities Network,
adding the development is
a*milestone” achievement
for Srinagar.

“Srinagar is known the
world over for its long and
illustrioustradition ofcrafts
andfolkart. The Craftslike
Pashmina Shawls, Wood
Carving, Paper Mache, Kani
Shawl, Sozni, Khatamband
and Hand-Knotted Carpets
areiconiccraftsofthecity
and the inclusion of Sri-
nagar city in UNESCO
Creative Cities Network is
a milestone achievement
and will help in further
development and promotion
ofourartsand crafts”, the
Mayor SMC Junaid Azim
Mattoosaid whileaddress-
ing media personnel here.

On the occasion, Mayor
SMC extended heartfelt
congratulations to the
citizens of Srinagar city
especially the skilful crafts-
men, artisans and artists

whose hard work has got

I

its due admission and rec-
ognition.
The Mayor said the SMC

alongwithotherinstitutions

of Jammu & Kashmir had
put strenuous efforts to
ensure this dream come
true.

“We have achieved this
milestoneafteralotofhard
work and dedication. We
have been pursuing this
since2018andafter thehard
work and seriousefforts by
the SMC Commissionerand
other officers concerned,
we have finally achieved
themilestone", Mattusaid.

Hefurtheracknowledged
and appreciated the role
played by Principal Secre-
tary R&B Shailendra Ku-
mar, Principal Secretary
Industries Ranjan Thakur,
Commissioner Srinagar
Municipal Corporation
Athar AamirKhan, Direc-
torHandicrafts & Handloom
Kashmir Mehmood Ahmad
Shah, INTACH Kashmir
led by Mohammad Saleem
Beg, Chief Town Planner

Iftikhar Hakim, theteams

at, Srinagar Municipal

Corporation, Srinagar ;

Smart City Limited, J&K
ERA and Handicrafts De-
partment. !

“We want to together cel-

ebrate and commemorate
thishistoricmilestonethat
Srinagar city has collec-
tively attained this feat by
havingbeen subscribed as
oneofthecreativecitiesin
the Creative City Network
by UNESCO in the catego-
ry of folk, art and culture
& craft”, the Mayor SMC
said.

Headded, “Thisisanim-

" portant day for Srinagar

and I want to congratulate
everybody particularly
artisans, craftsmen of the
city for this milestone
achievement”,

“Ourinclusioninthe CCN
" will further pave the way

for international curation
and evolution of our arts

~and crafts”, the Mayor said.

The Mayor further said
thatitisabigachievement

that will give impetus to
our local artisans, crafts-
menand we will persevere
togetherand takeinitiatives

to ensure that Kashmiri
local arts and crafts that'

Srmagamsknownforgrow'
ingricher.

He announced that a
month-longcelebration will
beheld toeducate and show-
case the hard work and
success of our artisans,
craftsman focusand honour
themfortheir achievements
as this day particularly
belongs to them.

Commissioner SMC Amir
AtharKhanwhuespeakmg

on the occasion said that .

Srinagar beingselected in
theCraftsand Folk art Cat-
egory by UNESCO as one
ofthecitiesisaproudmove-
ment for one and all with

‘who spoke to the media in

the joint efforts of various |
teams working in collabo- |
ration and it should tal;e ;
usfurtherto prosperity, in '!
a sustainable way which ,
respectsthearts,artisans,

.craftsman and culture of |

K

the city.

TheCommissionerfurther, |
said there will be events |
organized, showcased ex-
hibitionsthat willhighlight |
achievements for the arti-
sans and craftsmen in
month-long celebratory
events.

“The Srinagar city also
expresses its gratitude to
the Government of India
and Indian National Com-
mission for Cooperation
(INCCU)withUNESCOfor |
unwavering support and
endorsement to theapplica-
tion filed by Srinagar Mu-
nicipal Corporation for
UCCN 2021 in May this

year”, the Commissioner

SMC said.

Besides, Director Handi-
crafts&Handloom Kashmir -
Mehmood Ahmad Shah,

ChiefTownPlannerIftikhar {

Hakeemand INTACHKash-
mirMohammad Saleem Beg
werepresentatthe occasion

their departmental capac- |
ities. {




GK NEWS NETWORK

Srinagar, Nov 9: Kash-
mir Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry has
appreciated the United
Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Orga-
nization (UNESCO) for
choosing Srinagar among
49 Cities as part of the
Creative City in the craft

~ and folk art category.

As per the statement
issued here, the KCCI said
that UNESCO creative
City network involves

- seven creative fields:
crafts and Folk Art,
Media, Film, Literature,
Design, Gastronomy and
Media Arts.

“Srinagar is the only
city from India to make
it to the list this year
2021. Kashmir Cham-
ber of Commerce and |
Industry held various

meetings with Director
Handicrafts, Kashmir and
INTACH-Kashmir Chap-
ter and has given active
support and suggestions
from time to time.”

“Great recognition that
our crafts are not only
economic assets, but more
widely contribute to a
process of building and
rebuilding community
identities. The inclusion
of Srinagar in the ¢reative
city network for the arts
and crafts of UNESCO has
paved a way for it to repre-
sent its handicrafts on the
global stage through the
international body,” said °
President KCCI, Sheikh
Ashiq in a statement.

“It is a proud moment

for all of us and especially

for artisans of our heri-
tage crafts, but at least
their work has finally got
global recognition.”

UNESCO recognition for Srinagar a proud moment: KCG,,I_

TAAK welcomes Srinagar’s

GK NEWS NETWORK

. Srinagar, Nov 9: Travel Agents Associa-
- tion of Kashmir (TAAK) hailed the United .
Nations Educational, Sé¢ientific and Cul-

tural Organization (UNESCO) for choos-

i “ing Srinagar among 49 cities as part of the
_‘creative city network under the Crafts and
it Fo].k Arts category.

... Describing it as a historic moment Presx- :
S dent TAAK Farooq A Kuthoo said UNESCO .

o hstmg will give Kashmir global recognition..

.“It'is a.proud moment for all of us and

& thlS nommatlon is the global recognitlon

—

UNESCO recognition

of the rich craft legacy of Srinagar. The
historical crafts and arts of the Srinagar
city are already famous and UNESCO’s
nomination would further give it a much-
needed boost to not only crafts but also to
the tourism sector.”

. TAAK President urged both the depart-
ments of Tourism and Handicrafts to work

_together and market Srinagar’s rich art

and craft at the global level.

“This opens the avenues for Srinagar
for development of arts and crafts and
exhibitions of arts and crafts at the inter-

national level,” said Kuthoo.
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Srinagar gets
UNESCO tag under
Creative Cities Network

City chosen as ‘City of Craft, Folk Art for UNESCO
Creative Cities Network (UCCN) 2021

GK NEWS NETWORK

Srinagar, Nov 8: In a major
recognition of the crafts and
arts of Jammu and Kashmir,
Srinagar City has been chosen
under the UNESCO creative
city network under the Crafts
and Folk Arts Category,

The inclusion of Srinagar

in the creative city network
for the arts and crafts has
paved a way for the city to
represent its handicrafts
on the global stage through
UNESCO.

The UNESCO creative
city network involves seven
creative fields- arts and folk
art, media, film, literature,
design, gastronomy and
media arts.

The dossier for nomina-
tion for Srinagar as Cre-
ative city was first filed
by Srinagar in year 2019.
However, only two cities

Karendra Modi @
@narendramodi

Delighted that beautiful Srinagar joins the .
(UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) with
aspecial mention for its craft and folk art. ltis a
fitting recognition for the vibrant cultural ethos of
Srinagar. Congratulations to the people of Jammu
and Kashmir. i

Office of LO JAK @
@OtficeOILGJandK

Grateful to Hon'ble PM synarendremedi for always

glving special priority to JAK. Dossler of exceptionally

rich art & craft legacy of Srinagar was meticulously :
prepared & submitted In June this year by qsme .
Srinagar With help of Kashmir INTACH. et

namely - Jalpur (Crafts hnd
Folk Arts) in 2015, Varanasi
(Creative city of Muslic) In
2015 and Chennai (Creative
city of Music) in 2017. For the

Hyderabad for Gastronomy
and Mumbati for Film were
chosen during that year.
Priorto year 2019 only three

Indian cities have been
recognised as members of year 2020 UNESCO did not

UCCN for creative cities » See Srinagar...on Pg-06
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Sriﬁagér gets UNESCO..

call for applications for creative city network.
_.Chief Executive OMcer, Jhelum Taw) Flood Recover
Project, JKERA, Dr Abfd Rashld Shah, sald that proces
of nomination of Srinagar under the UNESCO Creatlv
Clty Network was undertaken and funded under the Worl
Bank Funded Jhelum Tawl Ilood Recovery Project. This §;
the recognition of the historical Crafts and Arts of the City

“It 18 a proud moment for all of us,” Dr Shah said.

“World Bank, JTFRP and Department of Industries d|c
a remarkable job in projecting the city In this regard,’
he sald.

Director, Technical, Planning. and Coordination,
JTFRP, Iftikhaar Hakeem, said that credit must RO ¢
JTFRP, Department of Industrles and Iine departments
{lolr tnlklng up n]m task positively. Ho sald consultants weré

red and work was taken up in this regar Y
all the requirements, kard to complote

“GREAT NEWS FOR SRINAGAR! #Srina o
Inscribed as @UNESCO ‘Creative City of Arﬁn;x::;l ?‘:-)Lfc .
The the only city from Indla to make it to the list! Grq;l!n 4
to @OfficeOfLGJandK , Ministry of Human Ro' e
Dev, @AtharAamIrKhan and INTACH Kashmir f; iy
focused cfforts” the Srinagar Mayor Junajq Az 10:- Super,
announced on twitter. Zim Matty

“This opens the avenues for Srina
of arts and crafts and exhibitlons os‘;‘x:‘rrfzrnd;&, ¢lopmont
International level,” Mattu told Greatey Kas) i Dts at
commenting on this blg development, Shmir wh e

“ItIs advantageous to our artisan :
will get historieal fmpotus becauso‘::(])(:vo; r; I
of the cltles recognized by UNESCO as L
clty,” he added. A

“It 18 big day for Srinagar. Srinap
natlonal limelight because of this, klx(l,w‘ﬁ“‘lmlne In Intey..
Inentire country which mado to it,” e s.'“ 1 S the on|y clt
to a query. Mattu, who has been l'ollo{w( While rup]ymy
convince It for inscribing Srinagar, yajq th " 8 CESQ '“
attempt'this year. : nat ft wag seco Y

“We had also applied last yoar. iy, co S
I'have been following It for the pagy two uld ng maj
lyonr. I could succcssl\lltlly’ctmvlnce UNES tary Now 'l?hll .

nga datory criteria as Ry aftep (]
m;;d. 11 mandatory requireq Underfg' ﬂ,l“““.

“What a proud moment for Sring ar)
collective offorts - Srinagar is now 0 or Sugy
Arts & Crafts Map and very prom Ineny o h"t‘r,', :une(,
from the Hon'ble PM makes it oven y, o 4 l""cﬂllr "“""&l’
wrote on Twitter later in the day, Py “pQCllnl!{l}:&nu.m

u!tu

ch hority

(i
agar {g Oge
Tt and crggp

e e ————
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Enlisting of Srinagar in UNESCO

Creative Cities Network

‘MoTenta?{ilmmense sat‘gactlon for

San commun

Srinagar made it to the coveted list of United
Nations Educational, Scientific & Cultural Or-
ganisation (UNESCO) in Arts and Crafts for
the year 2021.

The Dossier for the UNESCO creative cit-
les network list had been prepared under the
Restoration & Strengthening of Livelihoods com-
ponent of the World Bank finded Jhelum Tawi
Flood Recovery Project.

The preparation of the Dossier was started
under Jhehim TawiFlood Recovery Project in
the year 2018 and a consultancy namely (Intach-
Drona JV) was hired for the purpose after un-
dertaking the consultation process with all the

Craftsmen, trade bodiesetc -

“I’s a moment of immense
for the artisan community as the enlisting of
Srinagar in UNESCO Creative Cities Network
would bring Srinagar on the intermational piat-
form and expand markets for our crafts,” says
Mehmooda an artisan associated with crewel
cluster at Noorbagh, Srinagar.

“The designation of Srinagar City in UNE-
SCO Creative cities would give a big push to mar-
keting of Kashmir as a major tourist destination
globally and it is expected that more and mare
iourists across woulld visit Kashmir infutre and
givea rituch needed lip to tourist industry invak-
Jey,” said Ashiq Khurro associated with tourist

h’d"smmsm Abid Rasheed Shah, Chief Exear
tive Officer JKERA/JTFRP said that if is a mo-
| ment of immense satistaction for all of us that
only three cities at National level have made it
tp the UNESOO list and Srinagar is ane of them.
;hmm the matter and it's because
|/ of his guidance that this unique recognition has

made vigorously since 2019 to bring our arts
and crafts on the international platform so
that our artisans and crafts get the aredit and
recognition. “It has been collective effort of the
various departments with Dept-of Industries &
Cornmerce playing the major role along with
Srinagar Municipal Corporation, and Jhelum
Tawi Flood Recovery Project.”

“It is very heartening for the entire World
Bank team that Srinagar has been able to baga |
position in the UNESCO Creative Cities Network
list under the World Bank fumded Jhelum Tawi
FloodRecovery Project,” said Deepak Singh, Dep-
uty Team Leader Warld Bank for JTFRP

Tikhar Hakim, Director, Plarming & Coordt-
nation JTFRP said that it is a moment of rejoice
for theall the citizens of Srinagar City and stake-
been achieved due to the tireless efforts of all the
stakeholders who continued . their hard work
despite not being able to get to the list in our first
attempt in2019. :

“We rewarked on the Dossler this year and
redrafted Dossier had been submitted by the St
perseverance of all the stakeholders has been paid
intheend with the Srinagar finally making it to the
ocoveted list,” headded.

Director Handicrafts & Handlooms, Mehmood
Ahmad Shah, said: “Main aim of the initiative is
toglorify all the Artisans and as part of the pramo-
tion of our arts and crafts we are adoptinga mul-

Testingand G.I tagging of various crafts.”
Salim Beigh, Convener, INTACH private
limited a consultancy which has prepared a
Dossier said: “Every City has its uniqueness
in creative domain and UNESCO cities Net-
work is an initiative to bring unique creative
aspects on a global platform.” He also said
that under the Dossier we have made various
commitments which are to be fulfilled and con-
tinuous assessment of these need to be followed

up.
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| _ S‘rinaqar inUNESCO Creative Cities Nethrk |
A moment to rejoice for
_artisans and s stakeholders

Srinagdr has made it to the'cov-

.+ eted list of United Nations Edu-

cational, Scientific' & Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO) in Arts
and Crafts for the year 2021,

The Dossier for the UNE-
SCO creative cities network list
had been prepared under the
Restoration & Strengthening
of Livelihoods component of
the World Bank funded Jhelum
Tawi Flood Recovery Project.
The preparation of the Dossier
was started under Jhelum Ta-
wiFlood Recovery Project in

o ke year 2018 and a consultancy

namely (Intach- Drona JV) was
hired for the purpose after un-
dertaking the consultation
process with all the concerned '
stakeholders like Srinagar
Municipal Corporation, ' De-,
partment of Industries & Com- ’
merce, Department of Handi-"
crafts, Artisans & Craftsmen,
trade bodies etc K

“It's a moment of i 1mmense
satisfaction for the ‘artisan 3
community as the enllstmg of
Srinagar in UNESCO Creative:

.@ Moreon Page

e n oo o e =

CEO ERA/JTFRP added that under the
World Bank funded, JTFRP efforts were being
made vigorously since 2019 to bring our arts
and crafts on tre international platform so

that our artisal.. and crafts get the credit and -

recognition. It has been collective effort of the
various departments with Dept. of Industries
& Commerce playing the major role along
with Srinagar Municipal Corporation, and

, Jhelum Tawi Flood Recovery Project.

“It is very heartening for the entire World
Bank team that Srinagar has been able to bag
a position in the UNESCO Creative Cities Net-

“work list under the World Bank funded Jhe-

1

lum Tawi Flood Recovery Project” said Deep-7#)

ak Singh ,Deputy Team Leader ‘World Bank

“for JTFRP

\

Iftikhar Hakim, Director, Planning & Co-
ordination JTFRP said that it is a moment of
.rejoice for the all the citizens of Srinagar and
stakeholders particularly Artisans and dis-
tinction has been achieved due to the tireless
‘efforts of all the stakeholders who continued
their hard work despite not being able to get
to the list in our first attempt in 2019. “We re-
worked on the Dossier this year and redrafted
Dossier had been submitted by the Srinagar
Municipal Corporation. Hard work and perse-
‘verance of all the stakeholders has been paid
in the end with the Srinagar finally making it
to the coveted list” Iftikhar Hakim said.
Mehmood Ahmad Shah, Director Handi-
‘crafts &Handlooms, said “Main aim of the
initiative is to glorify all the Artisans and as -
part of the promotion of our arts and crafts we
are adopting a multipronged brand strategy
¢ which includes ap ideal market mix of Hand-
" made with Art, Authenticity, Testing and G.I *

‘tagging of various crafts.

Salim Beigh, Convener, INTACH private

“limited a consultancy which has prepared a -

“Dossier said “Every City has its uniqueness
 in creative domain and UNESCO cities Net-
' work is an initiative to bring unique creative

aspects on a global platform” He also said that
" under the Dossjer we have made various com-
* mitments which are to be fulfilled and contin.

uous assessment of these need to' be followeq

up. (GNS)

\

-0y s~ o

th

pa
na

as
su



o I R R RN R R RN R

11/10/21, 4:45 PM UNESCO picks Snnagar as ‘creative city' - The Hindu G

UNESCO picks Srinagar as ‘creative city’

Peerzada Ashiq
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It will enable the city to represent its handicrafts on global stage

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has picked
up Srinagar among 49 cities as part of the creative city network under the Crafts and Folk

Arts category.

“Itis a proud moment for all of us. The process of nomination of Srinagar under the
UNESCO “Creative City Network’ was undertaken and funded under the World Bank-
funded Jhelum Tawi Flood Recovery Project. This is the recognition of the historical crafts
and arts of the city,” said Chief Executive Officer, Jhelum Tawi Flood Recovery Project
(JTFRP), Abid Rashid Shah.

The inclusion is likely to pave way for the city to represent its handicrafts on the global
stage through UNESCO. “It's a major recognition for Jammu and Kashmir” Dr. Shah said.

-\'ﬁﬁps://www.thehindu.com/news/natlonal/olher-states/unesco-picks-srinagar-as-crealive-clly/article37387229.ece
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" “The network involves folk art, media, film, literaty re, design, gastronomy and media arts

Srinagar was almong one more city from India competing for the coveted recognition this
year. The dossier for its nomination was filed first in 2019 and again in 2021,

Only Jaipur (Crafts and Folk Arts) in 2015, Varanasi and Chennai (Creative city of Music) in
2015 and 2017 respectively have so far been recognised as members of the UCCN for
creative cities.

“Credit must go to the JTFRP and the Department of Industries and line departments for
taking up the task positively. Consultants were hired and work was taken up to complete all
the requirements,” said Director, Technical, Planning and Coordination, JTERP, Iftikhaar
Hakeem.

Mahmood Ahmad Shah, Director, Industries, said Srinagar has made it to the elite list. “This
nomination is the global recognition to the rich craft legacy of Srinagar,’Mr. Shah said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modj, in a tweet, said, “Delighted that beautiful Srinagar joins the
UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) with a special mention for its craft and folk art. It
is a fitting recognition for the vibrant cultural ethos of Srinagar. Congratulations to the
people of Jammu and Kashmir.”

The Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH), Kashmir chapter, was
hired a consultancy to prepare a dossier on Srinagar. “The cultural heritage and current
creative assets of the city will be the pillars to build a consistent action plan, which
contributes to the sustainable urban development of the city in line with the UN Agenda
for Sustainable Development. Our crafts are not only economic assets, but more widely
contribute to a process of building and rebuilding community identities” Saleem Beg, head
of the INTACH, said.

Mahmood Ahmad Shah, director, Industries, said Srinagar has made it to the elite list. “This
nomination is the global recognition to the rich craft legacy of Srinagar” Mr. Shah said.
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