Restoratmn ofpece blg est
~challenge in J&K: Mehbooba

Excelsior Correspondent

" JAMMU, Apr 30: Terming
restoration of peace in Jammu
ind Kashmir as the "biggest
cllallmge for the State, Chief
Minister Mehbooba Mufti
today appealed the people to
maintain communal harmony.
" want to say that maintain
brothcrhood because the biggest
&:hallenge faced by Jammu and
is how to restore peace.
gouu will say that everything is
e here (Jammm but in
Kashmir there is firing and
Strikes," she said after laying the
foundation stone of a multi-tier
parking lot here.
. She said that her
Govemnment has been working
Bard to provide good gover-

Efl.l::nand ensure there are no
rights violation.
{ "Here Hindu, Muslims have
living together for so many
ies but when some anti-
social elements who exist in
gvery corm'nunity, try to divert
us, we indulge in communal
fights," Mehbooba said.
. Praising the secular nature of
Jammu region, she said the city
has given shelter to thousands of
Kashmiri migrants.
"I need not remind you how
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secular the people of Jammu are.
You gave shelter to thousands of
Kashmiri Pandits and Muslims
who left the Valley and settled
here," she said.

The Chief Minister said that
she has a proposal to develop
Suchetgarh International Border
(IB) on the patterns of Wagah

' *Pic on page 4 |

Border so that "people from
across the country could come
and view parade there",

Underlining her late father
and former CM Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed's vision to
make Jammu an Independent
tourist destination, she said,
"my father had a dream and
he did not want Jammu to suf-
fer the fate of Pathankot.

"He wanted Jammu to
become an independent destina-
tion.. He had a dream and a
vision for Jammu and I assure
you that his dream would be
taken forward," she said.

Addressing a large gather-
ing, the Chief Mimster said the
present Government reflects the
aspirations of people who want
to see a new era of development
unfold in the State. For this, she
said she needs support of people
in building infrastructure linked

problem: Dimple

to road connectivity, health, edu-
cation and jobs. "I need peace so
that I am able to repeat what
Mufti Mchammad Sayeed did
with great success when he was
the Chief Minister of the state

between 2002-2005," she added.

The Chief Minister said she
saw herself dwarfed in compari-
son to her father, who worked
passionately for bringing equi-
table development in all the
three regions of the State. She
said whatever new infrastructure
is coming up is an outcome of
10 months of sustained perse-
verance during his final tenure.

Asking people to take real

ownership of their cultural’

assets, Mehbooba said with
smarter and out-of-box plan-
ning, Jammu can emerge as a
blend of heritage and modernity.
She asked people to partner
Govemment's efforts in creating
more green spaces to add to
city's grandeur.

Fixing responsibility of
ERA, the executing agency, to
complete the car parking by
March next year, the Chief
Minister said laying of founda-
tion stones should not be
reduced to mere ceremonial
exercises.

(Contd on page 4 Col 3)

~ Govt failed to solve traffic

‘Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Apr 30: Sunil
Dimple, premdenl, Jammu West
‘Assembly Movement  has
__‘“tharged State Government with
" fbeing unable to solve the traffic
problem in Jammu city. 3
T ‘Addressing a press confer-
ence, Dimple has demanded to
“hold the CBI inquiry ofhe funds
-llotted to ERA and PWD R&B
for the black topping - of the
Jammu city roads as the work as
not been executed with satisfac-
tion,

L He alleged that there is large
bcal;! bungling in black topping

111 e Jamgu city and PWD

B

R&B Engineers and the local
MLAs are seemingly hand in
glove and taking commissions in
the black topping works from the
PWD R&B Engineers.

Dimple disclosed that the
activisis of Jammu West
Assembly would hold a massive
rally on May 2 against the BJP-
PDP Government as it was not
serious in solving the traffic

‘chads in the Fammu city 88 Ao
“dts failure to provide basic

amenities to the people of the
Jammu West constituency

He also demanded for the
construction of altemative four

| way circular road from Amphalla

Manda to High Court Janipur to
Roop Nagar, to Bantalab to ease
traffic on the Janipur road.

CMef Miafm Mehbooba Mqﬂ! along with DyCM Dr Mma
Singh laying foundation stowe of ‘Multi Level Car Parking’ a
Super Bazaar in Jammu on Saturday.

Restoration of peace biggest
challenge in J&K: Mehbooba

"l will monitor the pace of
work personally and see that the
projects are completed within
the stipulated timelines," she
stressed.

Taking a rewind to her college
days at Jammu, Mehbooba Mufti
said she became nostalgic by com-
ing to the old city today where she
used to travel many a times from
Raghunath Bazaar, Purani Mandi
up to Kachi Chawni.

In his address, Deputy CM
Dr Nirmal Singh credited late
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed for
giving a new direction to infra-
structure development in the
State. He said the Government

- will continue to work in mission
.. mode to give practical shape to 3:1&'2, Asiea Nagash, Ministes
dreams. | of State

his a
To be constructed at a cost of
RsSOBl crore, the multi-level car
facility will accommodate
352 vehicles and 164 two-wheel-

ers in eight modules and is expect
ed to be completed within the nex
12 months,

The parking facility will great
ly ease fraffic congestion on bus
sections near Kanak Mandi, O
Hospital Road and Raghunat]
Bazaar. This is the second bij
multi-tier parking project whicl
has been launched in the winte
capital after Jammu Bus Stan

multi-tier car parking.

Also present on the oceasior
were DC Jammu, Simrandee
Singh and CEO ERA, Vinoc
Sharma,

Deputy Chief Minister, Dr
Nirmal K. Singh, Minister of State
for H&UDD, H&ME and Socia

) for Culture, Tourism ang
Education, Priya Sethi and MLA
Jammu East, Rajesh Gupta, were
present on the occasion.



Restoration of peace biggest
~ challenge: Me

m-STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Terming restora-
tion of peace in Jammu and
Kashmir as the "biggest ¢hal-
lenge" for the state, Chief
Minister Melibooba Mufti on
Saturday appealed the peo-
ple to maintain communal
harmony.

"I want to say that main-
tain brotherhood because the
biggest challenge faced by
Jammu and Kashmir is how
to restore peace. You will say
that everything is fine here
(Jammu) but in Kashmir
there is firing and strikes,"
she said after laying the
foundation stone of a multi-
tier parking lot here.

She said that her govern-
ment has been working hard
to provide good governance
and ensure there are no
human rights violation.

"Here Hindw, Muslims
have been living together for
so many eenturies but when
some  anti-social elements
who exist in every conumuni-
ty, try to divert us; we
indulge in communal fights,"
Mehbooba said.

Praising the sccular nature
of Jammu region, she said
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CM Mehbooba Mufii laying foundation stone of muli-tier.

parking ot in Jammu on Saturday.

the aty has given shelter to
thousands of Kashmiri
niigrants.

"I need not remind you how
secular the people of Jammu
are. You gave shelter to thou-
sands of Kashmiri Pandits
and Mushms who left the
Valley and settled here," she
said.

Talking about her meeting
with RBI (Giovernor

TRaghuram Rajan, Mchbooba

said that she had requested
him to open more branches of
nationalized banks in far off

-areas of the Valley so that the

youth get employability,
She also disenssed  about

2005," she added.

" Restoration of peace...
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offorts in creating more green spaces to add to city's grandeur.
ing esponsibiity of ERA, ; to complete the car park- v
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introduction of a banking
system in the eross LoC
trade between Jammu and
Kashmir and  Pakistan
Oceupied Kashmir (PoK),
The Chief Mmister said
that she has a proposal to
develop Suelietgarh
International Border (IB) on
the patterns of Wagah
Border so that "people from
across the country could
eome and view parade there”,
Underlining her late father
and former CM Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed's vision
to make Jammu an inde-
pendent tourist destination,
she said, "my father had a

Asking people to take real ownership urﬂxeh*mhmalamcts.mehmoha
Mufti said with smarter and out-of-box

planning, Jammu can emerge as a
blend of heritage and modernity. She asked people to p

ises. "I will monitor the pace of

should not be redueed to mere ceremonial exercises.
work personally and sce that the projeets:

are completed within the stipulated

timelines," she stressed. _ -y
Thking a rewind to her college days at Jammu, Mehbooba Mufti said she
became nostalgic by coming to the old‘eity'todaywhmesheuagdhmel
i Raghmthaxam;Pm-ani_Mm(ﬁuptpKwh-Chaw:nf.
I his addvess, Dr. Singh credited late Mufti Mohammad Sayeed for giving
anewdmseﬁmtbhiﬁ‘gsﬁucmmdevmpmnthnhemm.ﬂewdfhcgq?-
mmntﬁﬂ@nthuem-wkmnﬁmimmdumgiwmmmmm
dreams. _ r
To be constructed at a cost of Re.50.31 erore, the multi-level car parking
facility will accommodate 352 vehicles and 164t_wo-whw}m'smughtmhles
and is expected to be completed within the next 12 months. -
“The parking facility will g tly case traffic congestion on busy sections near
Kanak Mandi, Old Ha!pitlil Road and Raghunath Dazaar. This is tha second
big multi-tier parking project which has been launched in the winter capital
after Jammu Bus Stand multi-tier car parking. o
Mpmtmﬂmmmmhmu, Simrandeep Singh and CEO
ERA, Vinod Sharma. _

oba

dream and he did not want
Jammu to suffer the fate of
Pathanlkot. -

"He wanted Jammu to
beecome an independent des-
tination. He had a dream
and a vision for Jammu and
I assure you that his dream
would be taken forward," she
said.

Deputy Chief Minister, Dr:
Nirmal K Singh, Minister of
State for H&UDD, H&ME
and Social Welfare, Asica
Naqash, Minister of State for
Culture, Tourism  and
Education, Priva Setln and
MLA Jammu East, Rajesh
Gupta, were present on the
0Ceasion.

Addressing a large gather-
ing, the Chiet Minister said
the present govérnment

refleets -the aspirations of -

people who want to see a new
era of development unfold in
the state. For this, she said
she needs support of people
in building infrastructure
linked to road connectivity,
health, eduecation and jobs. "I
need peace so that I am able
to repeat what Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed did with
\ W CONTD ON PAGE 9

TRTE TIMES

/816
@



